
Develop your own ideas through personal investigation 

Look closely at and collect examples of the work of other artists who have worked in ways that interest you. 

Use other sources to show that you understand how the artists worked and why they produced this work. 

Clarify the brief– what direction 

do you intend to take and whose 

work will you gain inspiration 

from? 

Collect examples of work from 

the artists you will use as  

Inspiration (Use your progress 

map) 

Collect similar starting points 

and stimuli to those used by the 

artists to develop your own ide-

as 

Use the LOOK, THINK, LINK 

template to evaluate the work of 

the artist and explain why they 

inspire you and “ideas to steal” 

Select areas of the artists work 

and create studies/ samples to 

show your understanding of how 

they created their work 

Start to develop your own ideas 

based on the research you have 

carried out. 



You need to show that you can explore, develop and refine your ideas through experimentation. 

You select appropriate  resources, media and materials. 

You experiment with different media, techniques and processes. 

Explore & Refine 

Fill your sketchbook with practical samples in 

different media to demonstrate that you can de-

velop and communicate ideas through personal 

investigation. 

When selecting and using appropriate resources 

and media you should... 

Consider how other artists 

and designers use similar me-

dia in their work? 

Use your researched artists 

ideas “things to steal” to de-

velop your work 

Practise and refine your use 

of media 

Experiment and practice! 

Explain why the media is best 

suited for the effects you wish 

to explore and achieve 

Keep all work, including the 

samples that did not go to 

plan 



You record your ideas, observations and insights in visual, written and other suitable forms. 

You work with a range of stimulus materials. 

You talk about your work; what you have achieved and what you will do next. 

Fill you sketchbook with 

drawings, sketches, 

photographs and experiments 

with different media. 

Use primary and secondary 

sources as inspiration 

Use detailed annotations 

alongside drawings, images 

etc. 

Try out different layouts and 

combinations of ideas and 

images 

Make sketches and studies from 

both primary and secondary 

resources. 

Make sure your observations 

have a focus, make that focus 

clear. 

Organise your work so it makes 

sense and shows your learning 

journey. 

Use the “Annotation and 

Evaluation” template to help 

with your annotations. 



You present a personal, informed and meaningful response that is suitable to the brief. 

You demonstrate analytical and critical understanding throughout the project. 

You present a finished piece(s) and a supporting sketchbook. 

Realise your intentions through 

from the start to the end. 

 

Show that you can experiment 

and control a variety of artistic 

medium, techniques and 

working methods. 

Analyse and evaluate what 

you have achieved at each 

stage to demonstrate your 

understanding throughout. 

Provide evidence that shows 

you understand the connections 

between your work and contex-

tual materials you have chosen. 

Record your ideas, 

observations and insights into 

both your own work and that 

of other artists. 

Present a personal response to 

your chosen brief. 


